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SYNOPSIS 
Seven years after losing her Mum to cancer, 11 year-old Eve still struggles to 
communicate her feelings to her father. In order to connect with her past, she makes 
a film for the mother she never got to know. 

LOGLINE 
After making a film for her long passed mother, eleven-year-old Eve finally gathers 
enough courage to face her still mourning father. 

WORLD PREMIÈRE 
Cinekid filmfestival in the Netherlands (Nominated for best Dutch short film) 

AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS 
Winner of the Light In Motion award for best international short film at Foyle 
Filmfestival in Derry~Londonderry, Northern-Ireland 

Nominated for best Dutch short film award at Cinekid festival in Amsterdam,  
The Netherlands 

http://www.filmpjevoormama.com
http://www.filmpjevoormama.com
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EXTENDED SYNOPSIS 
Eve (11) was only four years old when she lost her mother to breast cancer. She still 
struggles with this, even though back then she wasn’t even old enough to understand 
what was happening. That’s because Eve receives videos from her mum every year 
on her birthday. In those videos her mother tells her about the life she lived before 
she passed away. Slowly Eve gets to know someone she’ll never meet again. That’s 
hard for her, because it raises a lot of questions which she can’t ask anyone about. 
Her father repressed his mourning a long time ago and it sometimes seems that he 
doesn’t even recognize his daughter could be sad too. That's why Eve tries to 
connect with her past through making something. She starts a filmproject for the 
mother she never got to know. 

WATCH THE TRAILER 
www.filmpjevoormama.com 

DOWNLOAD STILLS 
Film stills 

DOWNLOAD POSTER 
Poster

http://www.filmpjevoormama.com
https://filmpjevoormama.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/imadethisformumstills1.zip
https://filmpjevoormama.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/imadethisformumposter.zip
http://www.filmpjevoormama.com
https://filmpjevoormama.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/imadethisformumstills1.zip
https://filmpjevoormama.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/imadethisformumposter.zip
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MELANIE ESSINK 
Writer and director 

Born in Markelo, The Netherlands, in 1996.  
This past summer, Melanie Essink graduated from HKU University of the Arts Utrecht 
in the Netherlands as a screenwriter and a director with her film ‘I made this for 
mum’ (Filmpje voor mama).  

Melanie treats her characters and their intentions with subtlety. She stays close to 
them, which gives a unique point of view of mostly children with soft voices. 

CONTACT 
melanie.essink@hotmail.com 
+31620627794 

mailto:melanie.essink@hotmail.com
mailto:melanie.essink@hotmail.com
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HOW THIS FILM CAME TO BE AND WHOM TO THANK 
Melanie Essink, writer and director 

‘I made this for mum’ is my graduation film from HKU University of the Arts Utrecht 
in the Netherlands.  

I found it difficult to communicate what I was feeling to my parents after my 
grandmother had passed away. I recognised they had their own misery to deal 
with, so I mirrored their taciturn example and hid the sadness in my head. It was 
lonely. The grief gained a voice in my writing and drawings when it had to leave 
my system somehow. Creative outbursts were the only place I allowed myself to 
describe what I was going through. With ‘I made this for mum’ I want to show 
people and especially children that it’s not bad to use your creative abilities to 
express your feelings, but that you shouldn’t have to feel like you can’t share your 
inner thoughts with others. 

The film was made possible with the help of our crowdfunding campaign. Dutch 
sponsors from all over the Netherlands gave us their trust and we will be forever 
grateful. Stichting Stimuleringsfonds Rouw gave financial support also. For guidance 
we were lucky to be able to go to our teachers at the HKU University of the Arts 
Utrecht, Saskia Diesing, Paul van den Wildenberg and Lenno Verhoog.
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EVE     Suus Ordelman 
KASPER    Erik van Welzen 
KATJA     Malou van Sluis 
EMMY     Vera Ketelaars 
LIZZY     Carleen Bruining 

Written and directed by  Melanie Essink 
Cinematography   Lester Kamstra 
Gaffer    Victoria Momma-Wehry 
Sound recording   Danny Kooyman 
Art direction    Annabel Essink 
Editing     Djarno van den Bergh 
Sound design    Mattijn Willems 
Color grading   Lester Kamstra 
Production assistent   Lonneke Gersen 
Chaperone    Jasmijn Brinckate 
Animal handler   Deirdre van der Mijn 
Poster     Math Roodhuizen 

Thanks to our sponsors, Stichting Stimuleringsfonds Rouw and HKU University of the 
Arts Utrecht.
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